THE  TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

treaty are not without influence on diplomacy when it is
concerned with precipitating or averting a war; nor are
even treacherous and violent governments usually inclined
to an open breach of faith, so long as the force majeure of
imperative interests does not intervene.

All the well-pondered arguments which I reduced to
writing at Gastein, and thence transmitted to the King at
Baden, as also those which I afterwards sent him from
Vienna, and finally from Berlin, were entirely without
effect. In order to secure the Emperor's approval for the
projet de traite, which I had concerted "with Andrassy, and
which had been sanctioned by the Emperor Francis Jo-
seph under the impression that the Emperor William
would also concur, I was compelled to bring the cabinet
into play, a method of procedure extremely against my
grain. I succeeded, however, in gaining the approval of
my colleagues. As I was myself so worn out by the exer-
tions of the last few weeks, which, as I said before, had
broken in upon the time required for the treatment at
Gastein, as to be unfit to travel to Baden-Baden, Count
Stolberg went thither in my stead. He brought the nego
tiations, notwithstanding the stout opposition of his Maj-
esty, to a successful issue. The Emperor was not con-
vinced by the arguments of policy, but gave the promise
to ratify the treaty only because he was averse to minis-
terial changes.

The Crown Prince was from the outset a strong advo-
cate of the Austrian alliance, but had no influence on
his father.

The Emperor's chivalrous temper demanded that the
Czar of Russia should be confidentially informed that in

the event of his attacking either of the two neighbour-
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